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□ Pilot Transfer Arrangement shall be prepared in accordance with SOLAS 

Regulation V/23 & IMO Resolution A.1045(27). 

□ Vessel from West arriving to Eastern Boarding Ground “A”, “B” or “C” – 

recommended to prepare pilot transfer arrangement on both sides. 

□ Pilot safe boarding speed shall be 4 knots or less.

□ A responsible ship’s office shall in attendance at the pilot transfer point.

□ Means should be provided to ensure safe, convenient and unobstructed passage 

for the pilot embarking on, or disembarking from, the ship between the head of 

the pilot ladder, or of any accommodation ladder, and the ship's deck; such access 

should be gained directly by a platform securely guarded by handrails.

Note: 

Be reminded that pilots may, on grounds of personal safety, refuse to board unless a safe and satisfactory means of access to the 

vessel is provided. The safety requirements in respect of pilot ladders, must be in accordance with Regulation 23 of Chapter V of 

the Merchant Shipping (Safety Convention) Regulations (Cap 179, Rg11). 
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SOLAS REGULATION V/23 
REVISION ON REQUIREMENT 

FOR PILOT TRANSFER 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR PILOTS 

AND OTHER PERSONNEL

10



11



12



13



14



15



Pilot transfer arrangement for non-conventional vessel, craft, and 

vessel/craft engaged in line tow barge.

All non-conventional vessels/craft that require Pilotage service shall fulfil the following Pilot transfer arrangement 

requirements:

a. Provide equipment and arrangements that comply with SOLAS Regulation V/23 and IMO Resolution 

A.1045(27) as reasonably practicable as possible;

b. All arrangements used for Pilot transfer shall efficiently fulfil their purpose of enabling Pilots to embark 

and disembark safely;

c. The equipment shall be kept clean, properly maintained, and stowed. The equipment shall be regularly 

inspected to ensure that they are safe to use; and

d. The equipment shall be used solely for the embarkation and disembarkation of personnel.

For non-conventional vessel/craft engaged in line tow barge that requires Pilotage service shall fulfil the following 

requirements:

a. Prior to the embarkation/disembarkation of Pilot, the tug towing the barge shall be alongside the 

leeward side. If unable to comply, the tug shall ensure that the barge is not making any headway. Please 

refer to Annex A for illustrations; and

b. The tug and barge should stem the tidal current.

Note:

• Non-conventional vessel  - Vessels/craft that are not covered under International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Regulation V/23 and “IMO resolution A 1045(27).

• Pilotage Circular - Pilot transfer arrangement for non-conventional vessel, craft, and vessel/craft engaged in line tow barge  https://www.psamarine.com/ 
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Pilot transfer arrangement for non-conventional vessel, craft, and 

vessel/craft engaged in line tow barge.

Additionally, the Master of the non-conventional vessel/craft is reminded to ensure strict compliance of, inter alia¸ 

the following existing measures:

a. The access area shall be clear from obstacles;

b. A responsible officer of the tug shall be in attendance and ready to assist the Pilot;

c. Handhold or stanchions are on the tug for use by the Pilot;

d. The access area shall have lightings positioned/shining on the overside and adequate illumination 

during hours of darkness; and

e. Life-saving equipment such as self-igniting life buoy and heaving line is in the vicinity of the access 

area.

The Master of the non-conventional vessel/craft shall ensure that he has assessed the potential navigational 

hazards of the surroundings before the transfer of Pilot is being conducted. Examples of these potential 

navigational hazards include but not limited to the following:

a. The engine limitation of the vessel/craft;

b. Other ships in the vicinity;

c. The environmental factors of wind and current; and

d. The level of daylight / darkness
Note:

• Non-conventional vessel  - Vessels/craft that are not covered under International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Regulation V/23 and “IMO resolution A 1045(27).

• Pilotage Circular - Pilot transfer arrangement for non-conventional vessel, craft, and vessel/craft engaged in line tow barge  https://www.psamarine.com/ 
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Annex A
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□ Public information 

• “Safe Passage in The Singapore Strait - Eastbound” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKPWyNIVXzw

• “Safe Passage in The Singapore Strait - Westbound” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvJc8cLzQo4

• Passage Plan - https://www.psamarine.com/quick-links/ordering-our-services/order-pilotage-service/

• Passage plan should include the following consideration: 

o Condition of tidal stream and prevailing winds.

o The density of transit and crossing traffic in the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS).

o The density of departure and arrival traffic at the vicinity of the pilot disembarkation and boarding 

ground.

• Vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight as well as by hearing as well as by all available 

means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the 

situation and of the risk of collision.

• Vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take proper and effective action to avoid 

collision and be stopped within a distance appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions.

• Forward stations should be manned, and both anchors ready for emergency use.

• Vessel shall not enter the Singapore’s port limit without a pilot.
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Chartlets – Pilot Boarding Ground
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Chartlets – Pilot Disembarkation Ground
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Straitrep Operational Area (Sectors 7 to 9)
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Anchorages and Fairways

24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



1. The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA)

• Singapore Port Information https://www.mpa.gov.sg/who-we-are/newsroom-resources/publications/singapore-port-information

o Pilotage - Access to vessels

o Singapore Tide Tables

o Singaporean Notices to Mariners 

• Marine Services https://www.mpa.gov.sg/port-marine-ops/marine-services

2. Regulation 23 of Chapter V of the Merchant Shipping (Safety Convention) Regulations (Cap 179, Rg11).

3. The International Standards Organization (ISO)

• ISO 799-1:2019 - Ships and marine technology (Pilot ladders, Part 1: Design and specification).

• ISO 799-2:2021 - Ships and marine technology (Pilot ladders, Part 2: Maintenance, use, survey, and 

inspection).

• ISO 799-3:2022 - Ships and marine technology (Pilot ladders, Part 3: Attachments and associated 

equipment). 
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