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Pilotage Circular
8 July 2024

Pilot transfer arrangement for non-conventional vessel, craft, and vessel/craft
engaged in line tow barge.

1. With reference to the Transport Safety Investigation Bureau (TSIB) recommendation
RM-2024-004, all non-conventional® vessels/craft that require Pilotage service shall
fulfil the following Pilot transfer arrangement requirements with immediate effect:

a. Provide equipment and arrangements that comply with SOLAS Regulation V/23
and IMO Resolution A.1045(27) as reasonably practicable as possible;

b. All arrangements used for Pilot transfer shall efficiently fulfil their purpose of
enabling Pilots to embark and disembark safely;

c. The equipment shall be kept clean, properly maintained, and stowed. The
equipment shall be regularly inspected to ensure that they are safe to use; and

d. The equipment shall be used solely for the embarkation and disembarkation of
personnel.

2. For non-conventional vessel/craft engaged in line tow barge that requires Pilotage
service fulfil the following requirements:

a. Prior to the embarkation/disembarkation of Pilot, the tug towing the barge shall
be alongside the leeward side. If unable to comply, the tug shall ensure that
the barge is not making any headway. Please refer to Annex A for illustrations;
and

b. The tug and barge should stem the tidal current.

3. Additionally, the Master of the non-conventional vessel/craft is reminded to ensure
strict compliance of, inter alia, the following existing measures:

a. The access area shall be clear from obstacles;

b. A responsible officer of the tug shall be in attendance and ready to assist the
Pilot;

c. Handhold or stanchions are on the tug for use by the Pilot;

d. The access area shall have lightings positioned/shining on the overside and
adequate illumination during hours of darkness; and

e. Life-saving equipment such as self-igniting life buoy and heaving line is in
the vicinity of the access area.

1 Vessels/craft that are not covered under International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Regulation V/23 and “IMO

resolution A 1045(27)".
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4. The Master of the non-conventional vessel/craft shall ensure that he has assessed the
potential navigational hazards of the surroundings before the transfer of Pilot is being
conducted. Examples of these potential navigational hazards include but not limited to
the following:

a. The engine limitation of the vessel/craft;
b. Other ships in the vicinity;

c. The environmental factors of wind and current; and
d. The level of daylight / darkness

5. Shipmasters are reminded that Pilots may, on grounds of personal safety, refuse to
board unless a safe and satisfactory means of access to the vessel is provided. The
safety requirements in respect of Pilot ladders, shall be in accordance with Regulation
23 of Chapter V of the Merchant Shipping (Safety Convention) Regulations (Cap 179,
Rg11). Please refer to Annex B for more information.

6. Please disseminate this notice to Owner/Master.

7. This notice supersedes the Pilotage Circular dated 9 March 2023. We thank you for your
cooperation.

\W.
a1 7

Regards
Jimmy Koh
Head (Pilotage)
Enclosure:
e Annex A: lllustration of transferring requirements if prior to the
embarkation/disembarkation of Pilot, the tug towing the barge is unable to comply

with being alongside the leeward side,

e Annex B: IMO boarding poster.
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Annex A: lllustration of transferring requirements if prior to the
embarkation/disembarkation of Pilot, the tug towing the barge is unable to comply
with being alongside the leeward side

Tug on the side of the barge

4= Direction of
4=== Tidal current

Tug on the side of the barge

4= Direction of
4w Tidal current

Tug in front of the barge

Barge should be 4= Direction of
stopped prior to 4= Tidal current

transfer.
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Annex B: IMO boarding poster

REQUIRED BOARDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR PILOT

S In accordance with SOLAS Regulation V/23 & IMO Resolution A:1045(27)
Shanrae INTERNATIONAL MARITIME PILOTS' ASSOCIATION W
H.Q.S. “Wellington” Temple Stairs, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN Tel: +44 (0)20 7240 3973 Fax: +44 (0)20 7210 3518 Email: office@impahq.org

This document and all IMO Pilot-related documents are available for download at: http://www.impahgq.org

RIGGING FOR FREEBOARDS COMBINATION ARRANGEMENT
OF 9 METRES OR LESS FOR SHIPSWITHA
FREEBOARD OF MORE
THAN 9 METRES

Min. Diam. 28mm ——»-
Max Diam. 32mm

IF REQUIRED

BY THE PILOT
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